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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
between

USDA FOREST SERVICE (EASTERN and SOUTHERN REGIONS);
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE;
and the
APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE

This MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING is hereby entered into by and
between the USDA Forest Service (Eastern and Southern Regions), hereinafter referred
to as the Forest Service; the U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service,
hereinafter referred to as the National Park Service; and the Appalachian Trail
Conference, hereinafter referred to as the Conference.

A. PURPOSE:

The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding is to provide a framework for
cooperation between the parties concerning chain saw and crosscut saw training and
certification for volunteers, Trail Club staff, Conference staff, and agency personnel who
construct, operate, and maintain the Appalachian National Scenic Trail, hereinafter
referred to as the Appalachian Trail. This cooperation serves the mutual interests of the
parties and the public.

B. STATEMENT OF MUTUAL BENEFIT AND INTERESTS:

The Appalachian Trail was designated as a National Scenic Trail by the National Trails
System Act, hereinafter referred to as the Act, pursuant to 16 U.S.C. 1241, with
management oversight responsibilities given to the Secretary of the Interior in
consultation with the Secretary of Agriculture. These Federal parties are responsible for
providing for the maximum enjoyment of and safe access to the Appalachian Trail by the
public; and are authorized and encouraged to fully utilize Volunteer assistance. The Act
allows that agreements may be entered into with private organizations to operate,
develop, and maintain any portion of a national scenic trail. Both the Forest Service and
the National Park Service have entered into agreements with the Conference for the
accomplishment of certain operations and maintenance responsibilities on the
Appalachian Trail.

The parties to this instrument recognize and support the essential roles of volunteers,
Trail Club staff, Conference staff, and agency personnel in the construction, operation,
maintenance, and cooperative management of the Appalachian Trail and its associated
facilities, in order to keep the Trail open and passable for public use. The safety of these
Appalachian Trail workers is a principal concern of the parties. The use of chain saws
and crosscut saws is frequently and routinely required of Appalachian Trail workers in
order to accomplish their roles. The parties recognize that a consistent program for the
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training and certification of chain saw and crosscut saw operators is necessary and
desirable.

The parties recognize that individual Appalachian Trail workers have primary
responsibility for their own safety and for compliance with the requirements for chain
saw and crosscut saw operators.

The parties recognize that the basic authority for safety and health standards are the
regulations issued by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) in
Title 29 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR); and in particular, the OSHA
standards for Logging Operations at 29 CFR 1910.266.

The parties recognize that the requirements for chain saw and crosscut saw operations in
the Forest Service Health and Safety Code Handbook (FSH 6709.11) are the current best
industry standards for non-logging chain saw and crosscut saw operations. These
requirements tier to the OSHA standards and include requirements for operator training,
operator certification, operator recertification, required protective equipment, and first
aid/CPR training. The parties agree to adopt these requirements as the baseline for
Appalachian Trail chain saw and crosscut saw operators.

The parties agree to utilize the current version of the “Chain Saw and Crosscut Saw
Training Course” developed by the Missoula Technology and Development Center
(MTDC) as the basis for chain saw and crosscut saw operator training, certification and
recertification.

The parties recognize that participation in a training course by an individual Appalachian
Trail worker is not a guarantee of certification. Instructors have complete authority to
limit the scope of certification on any operator, including restrictions on projects,
functions, and material size, based on demonstrated performance.

The parties agree to encourage full compliance with all requirements for chain saw and
crosscut saw operators by all Appalachian Trail workers.

In consideration of the above premises, the parties agree as follows:

C. THE FOREST SERVICE SHALL:

1. Provide chain saw and crosscut saw operator safety training, certification, and
recertification opportunities using Forest Service instructors to meet the needs
of Appalachian Trail workers to the fullest extent possible; and especially to
meet the needs of Trail Clubs on National Forest lands.

2. Maintain records of the training, certifications, and recertifications conducted
by Forest Service Instructor/Certifiers and Instructors and make these records
available to the other parties upon request.

3. Accept and recognize as valid the certifications of chain saw and crosscut saw
operators under this instrument, including those trained by Forest Service

Page 2 of 7



FS Southern Region Agreement No. 03-MU-11083130-010
FS Eastern Region Agreement No. 03-MU-11090100-004
NPS Agreement No. 2490-03-001

instructors, National Park Service instructors, and Conference-affiliated
instructors.

With the other parties, provide required personal protective equipment and
supplies to meet the needs of Appalachian Trail chain saw and crosscut saw
operators, to the fullest extent possible.

Formally recognize, through the Chain Saw and Crosscut Saw Safety
Coordinator of the Eastern Safety and Health Enterprise Zone, a limited
number of Conference-affiliated chain saw and crosscut saw
Instructor/Certifiers. These Instructor/Certifiers will, in turn, train and certify
a limited number of Conference-affiliated Instructors. Instructors, will, in
turn, train and certify Appalachian Trail workers as chain saw and crosscut
saw operators.

D. THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE SHALL:

1.

Provide chain saw and crosscut saw operator safety training, certification, and
recertification opportunities using National Park Service instructors to meet
the needs of Appalachian Trail workers to the fullest extent possible; and
especially to meet the needs of Trail Clubs on the six established national park
system units traversed by the Appalachian Trail.

Maintain records of the training, certifications, and recertifications conducted
by National Park Service Instructor/Certifiers and Instructors and make these
records available to the other parties upon request.

Accept and recognize as valid the certifications of chain saw and crosscut saw
operators under this instrument, including those trained by Forest Service
instructors, National Park Service instructors, and Conference-affiliated
instructors.

With the other parties, provide required personal protective equipment and
supplies to meet the needs of Appalachian Trail chain saw and crosscut saw
operators, to the fullest extent possible.

E. THE CONFERENCE SHALL.:

I

Provide chain saw and crosscut saw operator safety training, certification, and
recertification opportunities using Conference-affiliated Instructor/Certifiers
and Instructors to meet the needs of Appalachian Trail workers to the fullest
extent possible, and especially to meet the needs of Trail Clubs on National
Park Service — Appalachian Trail Park Office lands, and other non-Forest
Service lands.

Maintain records of the training, certifications, and recertifications conducted
by Conference-affiliated Instructor/Certifiers and Instructors and make these
records available to the other parties upon request.

Accept and recognize as valid the certifications of chain saw and crosscut saw
operators under this instrument, including those trained by Forest Service
Instructors, National Park Service Instructors, and Conference-affiliated
Instructors.
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4. With the other parties, provide required personal protective equipment and
supplies to meet the needs of Appalachian Trail chain saw and crosscut saw
operators, to the fullest extent possible.

5. Coordinate with local units of the Forest Service and National Park Service,
volunteers, Trail Club staff and personnel of other agencies to schedule
training, certification, and recertification opportunities led by Forest Service,
National Park Service, and Conference-affiliated Instructors.

F. ITIS MUTUALLY AGREED AND UNDERSTOOD BY ALL PARTIES THAT:

1. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT (FOIA). Any information furnished to the
Forest Service under this instrument is subject to the Freedom of Information Act (5
U.S.C. 552).

2. PARTICIPATION IN SIMILAR ACTIVITIES. This instrument in no way restricts
the Forest Service or the Cooperators from participating in similar activities with other
public or private agencies, organizations, and individuals.

3. COMMENCEMENT/EXPIRATION/TERMINATION. This MOU takes effect upon
the signature of the Department of Agriculture, the National Park Service, and the
Conference, and shall remain in effect for five years from the last date of execution. This
MOU may be extended or amended upon written request of either the Department of
Agriculture, the National Park Service, or the Conference; and the subsequent written
concurrence of the others. Either the Department of Agriculture, the National Park
Service, or the Conference, may terminate this MOU with a 60-day written notice to the
others.

4. RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARTIES. The Department of Agriculture, the National
Park Service, and the Conference, and their respective agencies and offices will handle
their own activities and utilize their own resources, including the expenditure of their
own funds, in pursuing these objectives. Each party will carry out its separate activities
in a coordinated and mutually beneficial manner.

5. PRINCIPAL CONTACTS. The principal contacts for this instrument are:

Forest Service Project Contact Forest Service Administrative Contact
Peter Irvine, A.T. Coordinator Diane Hartley
c/o NPS — A.T. Park Office Budget Analyst, NRAS
Harpers Ferry Center 1720 Peachtree Road, NW
Harpers Ferry, WV 25425 Atlanta, GA 30309
Phone: 304-535-6737 Phone: 404-347-2658
FAX: 304-535-6270 FAX: 404-347-2699
E-Mail: pirvine@fs.fed.us E-Mail: dhartley@fs.fed.us
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National Park Service Project Contact

NPS Administrative Contact

Robert Gray, Chief Ranger

Angela Walters, Administrative Asst.

NPS — A.T. Park Office

NPS-A.T. Park Office

Harpers Ferry Center

Harpers Ferry Center

Harpers Ferry, WV 25425

Harpers Ferry, WV 25425

Phone: 304-535-6171

Phone: 304-535-6278

FAX: 304-535-6270

FAX: 304-535-6270

E-Mail: Robert Gray@nps.gov

E-Mail: Angela Walters@nps.gov

Conference Project Contact

Conference Administrative Contact

Robert Proudman, Director of Trail Mgt

Deno Contos, Assoc. Regional Rep.

Appalachian Trail Conference

Appalachian Trail Conference

P.O. Box 807

P.O. Box 2750

Harpers Ferry, WV 25425

Asheville, NC 28802

Phone: 304-535-6331

Phone: 828-254-3708

FAX: 304-535-2667

FAX: 828-254-3754

E-Mail: bproudman@atconf.org

E-Mail: dcontos@atconf.org

6. NON-FUND OBLIGATING DOCUMENT: Nothing in this MOU shall obligate
either the Department of Agriculture, the National Park Service, or the Conference, to
obligate or transfer any funds. Specific work projects or activities that involve the
transfer of funds, services, or property among the various agencies and offices of the
Department of Agriculture, the National Park Service, and the Conference, will require
execution of separate agreements and be contingent upon the availability of appropriated
funds. Such activities must be independently authorized by appropriate statutory
authority. This MOU does not provide such authority. Negotiation, execution, and
administration of each such agreement must comply with all applicable statues and
regulations.

7. ESTABLISHMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY. This MOU is not intended to, and does
not create, any right, benefit, or trust responsibility, substantive or procedural,
enforceable at law or equity, by a party against the United States, its agencies, its officers,
Or any person.

Page 5 of 7



LI'2 DUULLIGLLL INUEIVIL O BIVVLLIVIIL LW, Vol ATAL & AW Uer by v s

ES Eastern Region Agreement No. 03-MU-11090100-004
NPS Agreement No. 2490-03-001

THE PARTIES HERETO have executed this instrument:

APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE

/W 4/ 7/

RIAN T. EITZG E Date’
Chan' Board of Managers

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, Northeast Region

‘ 3//% /o3
/'MARIE G. RUST Date
Regional Director
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, National Capital Region
Y i 3/e]03
TERRY R. CARLSTR Dfte /

Regional Director

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, Southeast Region

wille! U Aht 3/23/e2
WILLIAM W. SCHENK Date
Regional Director

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, Appalachian Trail Park Office

BRIAN O'NEILL Date
Associate Director for P ersh1ps

Interpretation & Education, Volunteers, and Outdoor Recreation
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