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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
between

USDA FOREST SERVICE (EASTERN and SOUTHERN REGIONS);
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE;
and the
APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE

This MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING is hereby entered into by and
between the USDA Forest Service (Eastern and Southern Regions), hereinafter referred
to as the Forest Service; the U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service,
hereinafter referred to as the National Park Service; and the Appalachian Trail
Conference, hereinafter referred to as the Conference.

A. PURPOSE:

The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding is to provide a framework for
cooperation between the parties concerning chain saw and crosscut saw training and
certification for volunteers, Trail Club staff, Conference staff, and agency personnel who
construct, operate, and maintain the Appalachian National Scenic Trail, hereinafter
referred to as the Appalachian Trail. This cooperation serves the mutual interests of the
parties and the public.

B. STATEMENT OF MUTUAL BENEFIT AND INTERESTS:

The Appalachian Trail was designated as a National Scenic Trail by the National Trails
System Act, hereinafter referred to as the Act, pursuant to 16 U.S.C. 1241, with
management oversight responsibilities given to the Secretary of the Interior in
consultation with the Secretary of Agriculture. These Federal parties are responsible for
providing for the maximum enjoyment of and safe access to the Appalachian Trail by the
public; and are authorized and encouraged to fully utilize Volunteer assistance. The Act
allows that agreements may be entered into with private organizations to operate,
develop, and maintain any portion of a national scenic trail. Both the Forest Service and
the National Park Service have entered into agreements with the Conference for the
accomplishment of certain operations and maintenance responsibilities on the
Appalachian Trail.

The parties to this instrument recognize and support the essential roles of volunteers,
Trail Club staff, Conference staff, and agency personnel in the construction, operation,
maintenance, and cooperative management of the Appalachian Trail and its associated
facilities, in order to keep the Trail open and passable for public use. The safety of these
Appalachian Trail workers is a principal concern of the parties. The use of chain saws
and crosscut saws is frequently and routinely required of Appalachian Trail workers in
order to accomplish their roles. The parties recognize that a consistent program for the
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